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Summaries

A. Ricciardi, Come si (ri)scrive un mito di origine: l’Historia Daretis Frigii de
origine Francorum 

This contribution is dedicated to the analysis of  the Historia Daretis
Frigii de origine Francorum, a narrative about the myth of  the Trojan ori-
gin of  the Franks contained in the chronicle known today as Historia
vel Gesta Francorum. It emerged that our source shows a level of  histo-
riographical, ideological and textual complexity much more articulated
than traditionally thought. This complexity pertains to the relations
kept both with other writings narrating the history of  the Trojan war
or reporting the myth of  the Trojan origin of  the Franks and with the
Historia vel Gesta Francorum. In this case, in fact, through this source,
there is the desire to project the conditions that permitted to the
Pippinids-Carolingians to seize power in 751 into the ancestral past of
the Franks. The last section has been finally devoted to a survey of  the
presence of  the Historia Daretis Frigii in the historiographical sources
of  the IX-XII centuries.

G.M. Cantarella, Note su alcune vagantes di Gregorio VII

This essay focuses on some tricky letters included in the Epistolae
Vagantes of  pope Gregory VII on Cluny, Montecassino,  and the situa-
tion in the kingdom of  Germany from the late 1070’s. The work deba-
tes whether these epistles can be considered as useful sources not only
for the reconstruction of  the events but for the investigation into
Gregory, a giant of  the Catholic Church and of  the whole European
history.
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C. Tedeschi, Insula Piscariae paradisi floridus ortus. un microcosmo in
scrittura e immagini

As a result of  a new interpretation of  the 12th century epigraphic
and figurative setup in the abbey of  S. Clemente a Casauria (Abruzzi),
this article attempts a comprehensive reconstruction of  the message
addressed by the Benedictine community and of  the communication
strategies used to make it effective. Through an almost theatrical set,
the visitor is invited to attend three main acts: the first one, played on
the porch facade, alludes to God’s will to create an ideal island – insu-
la Piscarie paradisi floridus ortus – destined to harbour the monastery. The
second one is related to the main door and tells the history of  the
monastery since AD 872, when Louis II and Hadrian II decided to
found it; in such a story, the main role is played by saint Clement’s
relics, which legitimate the earthly power of  the abbey. The final act is
played in front of  the altar, where a monumental inscription informs
the visitor to be in front of  the holy relics of  the saints Clement, Peter
and Paul. As the inscription significantly specifies, Peter “holds” the
rights of  the monastery (iura tenentis).

M. Vendittelli, Il casato romano dei malabranca a cavallo tra XII e XIII seco-
lo. Nuove acquisizioni

The Malabranca family was one of  the most important families of
Roman aristocracy between the 12th and the 14th century. Although
its history is well known, no specific study has ever been dedicated to
it. Only some members of  the family have been thoroughly studied,
such as the famous Cardinal Latino Malabranca.

On the basis of  five documents, unpublished so far, preserved in
the Capitular Archives of  the cathedral of  Anagni, this study recon-
structs the darkest period in the history of  the family, revealing com-
pletely unknown aspects, which together better clarify the importance
of  the family in the 12th century.

The essay is completed by the critical edition of  the five unpubli-
shed documents and a genealogical reconstruction.

444 SummarIES
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C. Carbonetti Vendittelli, Scrivere per amministrare il patrimonio a roma nei
secoli XII e XIII

This paper analyzes the inventories of  immovable property produ-
ced in Rome in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and highlights the
radical change in the use of  this documents which occurred around
the middle of  the 13th century, when they turned from simple
memoirs into administrative documents produced for the manage-
ment of  properties. This important change in functions is evidenced
by the transformation of  forms, supports and material preservation of
conserved inventories, which are analyzed in detail.

R. Smurra, Nuovi documenti sulla famiglia e sul patrimonio di Francesco
d’accursio

Using fiscal and other sources, this article analyses the complex
patrimony of  the famous jurist Francesco d’Accursio and clarifies neg-
lected or misinterpreted  evidence concerning his family and in partic-
ular his daughters who, together with the son who died prematurely,
were instrumental in exploiting ties with prominent Bolognese fami-
lies. Moreover, giving the name of  the English queen Eleanor to his
last daughter was one way to stress Francesco’s connections to the
English crown, one of  the sources of  his wealth. 

K. Salonen, The Papal Curia and the Finns in the Late middle ages: Can the
Vatican Sources Still Offer New Information for Historians?

This article concerns the significance of  the medieval documenta-
tion preserved in the Vatican Secret Archives for the Finnish medieval
historians and shows, how the Vatican sources can illuminate the con-
tacts between the inhabitants of  the diocese of  Turku and the papal
central administration. Through analyzing the documents regarding
two Finns who have stayed in the papal curia – papal penitentiary,
Petrus de Abo, and later Bishop of  Turku, Magnus Nicolai (Särkilahti)
– the article demonstrates how it is still possible to make new interpre-
tations about the medieval deeds of  Finns.

SummarIES 445

16Summaries_bullettino  05/06/19  10:52  Pagina 445



I. Lazzarini, Praticare, ragionare: due parole del negoziato politico nei carteggi fio-
rentini fra tardo Trecento e primo Cinquecento (albizzi, medici, Guicciardini)

Within the current reconsideration of  both Renaissance diplomacy
and its cultures of  politics, this essay focuses on two words – and the
discursive strategies underlying their use in public chancery records – that
were highly significant in the building of  fifteenth- and early sixteenth-
century political language, that is praticare and ragionare. Their occurrences
and changes are followed through the correspondences of  the three
Florentine statesmen, Rinaldo degli Albizzi, Lorenzo de’ Medici,
Francesco Guicciardini from the early fifteenth to the early sixteenth cen-
tury. The ambition of  this first investigation is to follow their diffusion
and uses in order to redefine a longer and more nuanced history of  the
evolution of  the Italian political language during the early Renaissance. 

D. Santoro, Figli dell’ospedale. La gestione dell’infanzia abbandonata a Palermo
nel XV secolo

The historiography of  central and northern Italy produced several
studies on the care of  abandoned children, thanks to the good condi-
tion of  the sources. Instead, the historiographical framework of  the
Sicilian cities is extremely poor. In the case of  Palermo, the absence of
works dedicated to the topic of  the foundlings can be explained by the
dispersion of  the documents stored in the historical archive of  the
Ospedale Grande (Great Hospital). So focusing on the welfare policy of
this institution is very difficult, especially for Middle Ages. The essay
intends to investigate on the policies about abandoned children cho-
sen by the city of  Palermo and the Ospedale Grande at the end of  the
Fifteenth Century by using unpublished documents, i.e. the chapters
about the care of  abandoned children presented in 1480 by the rectors
of  the Ospedale Grande of  Palermo to the city authorities for approval.

C. F.M. Sticco, «Cantando a pien tutta la veritate». Poesia e storia ne Lo
assedio ed impresa de Firenze

The essay mainly studies the relationship between ‘res factae’ and
‘res fictae’ (history and poetry) in an octave-poem, ‘Lo assedio ed
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impresa de Firenze’ which was composed by Mambrino Roseo da
Fabriano within 1530. The study is divided into three parts. Firstly, it
retraces the biography of  Mambrino Roseo providing documentary
evidences. Then, it focuses on historical events and it illustrates how
Roseo included official documents in his poem (cfr. ASPG, Acquisti e
doni. Registro Baglioni, n. 1, cc. 11r-13v). Lastly, it proves that chival-
ric poems play a primary role in the epic framework of  ‘Lo assedio’.
In light of  these facts and of  the poem’s fortune and tradition, it could
be decided that ‘Lo assedio’ is a fundamental document to reconstruct
the historical siege of  Florence (1529-1530), even though it is widely
in debt with chivalric literature such as ‘cantari’ in octaves and epic
poems (particularly Boiardo’s ‘L’Inamoramento de Orlando’ and
Ariosto’s ‘Orlando furioso’).

F. Bougard, L’Institut de recherche et d’histoire des textes: ottant’anni di docu-
mentazione e di ricerca

The commemoration of  the 80th anniversary of  the Institute for
Research and the History of  Texts is an opportunity to look back to
the time of  its creation and its evolution to the present day. The foun-
dation (1937) was established in the political context of  the Front popu-
laire and in the enthusiasm for the dissemination of  microfilm repro-
duction techniques. However, the project of  a “laboratory” dedicated
to the study of  the “transmission of  the written memory of  human
thought” was not immediately accepted, because of  differences on the
very mission of  the institution. Since then, the IRHT has carried out
and is carrying out its activities on three fronts: documentation, rese-
arch and publications. The next transfer to the Condorcet campus,
north of  Paris, goes hand in hand with a strengthened presence in digi-
tal humanities.

S. Serventi, Per l’edizione delle lettere di santa Caterina da Siena. Indagini sul
rapporto tra i testimoni pagliaresiani e caffariniani

The essay considers forty-one letters from Caterina da Siena atte-
sted by a high number of  manuscripts of  the Pagliaresi and Caffarini
families, in order to verify whether the data collected by Dupré
Theseider on the physiognomy of  the collections are confirmed by the
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study of  the variants. After examining the recognizable groups within
the two families, these are shown to be part of  the same branch α, distin-
guishable from a branch β, to which belong instead the manuscripts of
the Maconi family. Both branches, among which there is sometimes
contamination, are important for the reconstruction of  the text.

A. Cicchella, Tra prassi ecdotica e interpretazione: nuove acquisizioni per l’edi-
zione delle lettere di Caterina da Siena

The cross-study of  macro-structural data concerning the arrange-
ment of  Caterina da Siena’s letters in the three large collections identi-
fied by Eugenio Dupré Theseider ‒ dating back to two secretaries and
a disciple of  the saint: Neri di Landoccio Pagliaresi (α), Stefano di
Corrado Maconi (β) and Tommaso di Antonio da Siena, known as
Caffarini (γ) ‒ with the result of  a comparison verbum e verbo of  twenty-
five letters with extended tradition, allowed to verify the worth of  the
partition of  the codex promoted by Dupré Theseider, and to examine
thoroughly the validity of  some editorial interventions unknown to the
tradition and ascribed to Tommaso da Siena. At the same time, it
shows, indirectly, the possible derivation of  α and γ from a common
source, that is probably in relationship between β. Moreover, it is exa-
mined the possible connection between the Maconi’s collection and the
MO code, the main Pagliaresi’s codex. 

D. Parisi, Le lettere di Caterina Benincasa dagli originali alle raccolte: sondaggio
sulla probabile pluralità delle fonti

The essay reconsiders the problem of  the possible different sources
available to the first ancient editors of  the Letters of  Saint Catherine
of  Siena, who collected and reviewed the texts in order to build a
canonical book of  the epistles. Although the manuscript tradition
gives few elements to support such a conjecture, through the analysis
of  one letter copied twice in one manuscript (two slightly different
forms) and the collation of  seven original letters with their ‘official’
version, it is argued that is possible to presume different models for a
small number of  texts (compared to the total amount of  almost 400
letters).  
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