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Summaries

(a cura degli autori)

Francesco Veronese, Intrecci di dinamiche competitive. I/ concilio di
Mantova (827) e il riassetto delle gerarchie politico-ecclesiastiche nell’l-
talia settentrionale carolingia

The council that took place in June 827 in Mantua has been
regularly understood by scholars within the frame of the dispute
for ecclesiastical jurisdiction between the episcopal sees of Aquileia
and Grado. While that was undoubtedly the key object of debate,
an in-depth investigation of the council’s acts allows to isolate a
number of other issues that were equally at stake. The Patriarch
Maxentius of Aquileia carefully prepared the event and deployed the
rhetorical devices that he considered the most effective to address
multiple categories of audience among the bishops who attended
the council. Matters of ecclesiastical power balances involving the
metropolitan authorities of Northern Italy (Ravenna, Milan, and
Aquileia) as well as a reassessment of hierarchies among Aquileia’s
suffragant sees were the objects of Maxentius™ claims. The council
can thus cast light on the changes experienced by bishops, their
identity, and their functions under Carolingian rule.

Guido Cariboni, I duchi di Aquitania e Cluny nell’XI secolo: nuovi
assetti istituzionali tra iniziative aristocratiche e riforma ecclesiastica

The incorporation of abbeys into the Cluniac structure was
from time to time the result of a negotiation involving several
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subjects: the founder or his descendants, Cluny itself, the bishop
in whose diocese the coenoby was inserted, as well as, in several
cases, the Roman Church. The agreement was aimed at achieving
a link between the subject community and the Burgundian abbey
through also progressively closer control by the latter.

These dynamics, and the problems associated with them, are
well illustrated by the cases of Saint-Cyprien and Montierneuf, ab-
beys linked to the dukes of Aquitaine and counts of Poitiers. The
events of the former show, unlike between central abbey and pri-
ories, the difficulties, indeed resistance, in forging a stable bond
between an abbot and a subordinate abbot, while with the latter
Cluny and the dukes of Aquitaine jointly tried to solve this prob-
lem, even attempting to turn it into an asset.

Giuseppe Seche, Dai Lacon-Serra ai Bas-Serra. Lavvicendamento di
una nuova dinastia sul trono arborense e la datazione della donazione
del giudice Barisone alla figlia Susanna (XII secolo)

The study intends to reconstruct the events of the Giudicato of
Arborea in the 12th century, between the reign of giudice Barisone
and the rise of the new Bas-Serra dynasty. To do this, we start from
an overall rereading of the sources and propose a new dating for
the donation that giudice Barisone made in favor of his daughter
Susanna.

Alessandro Barbero, La coscienza di frate Elia

A passage in Thomas of Eccleston’s Tractatus de adventu fratrum
minorum in Anglia is usually translated as if friar Elias, St. Francis’
close collaborator and successor at the head of the Franciscan Order,
had been keen to accept money gifts, because he had not sworn
observance of the Regula Bullata. The paper shows that such a trans-
lation is utterly wrong and that the passage must be interpreted in
exactly the opposite way, which is coherent with the new evaluation
of Elias’ character in recent historiography.
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Davide Cappi, Note di storiografia fiorentina delle Origini: le fonti
di Paolino Pieri e una sconosciuta cronaca trecentesca tra le carte di
Borghini

Analyzing the relationships of the Florentine chronicle of Paolino
Pieri (1080-1305) with the previous, municipal and universal, histo-
riographical traditions, the article points out an unknown chronicle
(1203-1308), preserved in a sixteenth-century manuscript, which
seems to derive from the main source used by Paolino.

Simone Lombardo, Letteratura antiturca e appelli papali a Genova

negli anni della caduta delle colonie (1453-1481)

The paper examines the emotional, religious, and cultural re-
sponses of the Genoese to the collapse of their Eastern Mediterra-
nean colonies between 1453 and 1481, in the wake of the Ottoman
conquest of Constantinople. Far from being passive observers, Ge-
noese elites actively produced anti-Turkish literature and engaged
with papal appeals for a crusade. The city itself became a hub of
mobilization. Figures such as Leonardo da Chio and Adamo Mon-
taldo illustrate the complex interplay between humanist writing,
crusading rhetoric, and Genoese perspectives. Through sermons,
indulgences, and poetic compositions, Genoa emerged as a signif-
icant center of anti-Ottoman sentiment in late 15th-century Ita-
ly. The article argues that this intellectual and devotional network
linked the city to Rome and sustained a nostalgic vision of the lost
Levantine world.

Sara Giovine, «Me ¢é parso esere ofizio mio de farne pieno testimonio a
la S.V. per questa de mia mano». Lingua e testo delle lettere autografe
di Beatrice d’Este, duchessa di Milano

The article proposes a linguistic study of the autograph letters
of Beatrice d’Este (1475-1497), daughter of the Duke of Ferrara Er-
cole I and since 1491 wife of Ludovico Sforza known as the Moro.
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Despite her short life, the noblewoman was a prominent female
figure in Renaissance Italy, at the center of the major historical
events of the time and an active supporter of her husband’s poli-
tics. The study of her autograph correspondence can thus allow to
reconstruct the variety of written, non-literary language commonly
employed by a female scribe of high class and middle cultural level
in the second half of the fifteenth century, and also to reconstruct
the evolution of the duchess public role and the repercussions of
this evolution in her epistolary writing: these are evident not only
in the content, but also in the syntactic-rhetorical construction of
the letters. A transcription of these is also given in the documentary
appendix.

Marco Cristini, lacopo Filiasi e le origini del sintagma “Guerra Gre-
co-Gotica”

In Italian historical works written during the last century, the
war between the Ostrogoths and Justinian is frequently designated
as the “Greek-Gothic” War (“Guerra Greco-Gotica” in Italian). This
expression was first coined by the Venetian scholar Iacopo Filiasi in
1812 and enjoyed little success for several decades, since it was only
used by Filiasi himself and a small number of historians who had
read his works. However, it was employed in a textbook on Medi-
eval History for secondary school students at the end of the nine-
teenth century and subsequently became widespread. Present-day
historians continue to use this expression on a regular basis, but
they should be aware that it is inaccurate for both historical and
historiographical reasons, since the identity and self-perception of
sixth-century East Romans was not connected with “Greekness”,
the few occurrences of Graecus in sixth-century sources are used in
a derogatory sense, and the war between the Ostrogoths and Jus-
tinian was consistently called Gothic War (“Guerra Gotica”) by the
most prominent Italian historians of the seventeenth, eighteenth,
and nineteenth centuries.
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Marzia Azzolini, Ledizione della Cronica di Salimbene de Adam e
UIstituto storico italiano. Una ‘Sospirata incompiuta”

The essay is based on previous research carried out in 2015, on
the occasion of the reorganization and cataloguing of the photo-
graphic material preserved in the Publications series of the Institu-
tional Historical Fund of the Institute’s historical archive. Among
this documentation is also the group of photographs of the Vaz. laz.
7260 code, which transmits the Chronicle of Salimbene de Adam.

Despite the significant investment made for the photographic
reproduction of the Salimbene code, the edition of the Chronicle
was never produced by the Institute. This essay attempts to present
and discuss what happened, through the analysis of the minutes
of the plenary meetings and of the Executive Committee and the
correspondence preserved in the Institute’s historical archive. An
attempt was therefore made to clarify, through the analysis of the
correspondence between the Institute and the various collabora-
tors to whom the edition was entrusted, the factors that led to a
“long-awaited unfinished”.

Alberto Ricciardi, Un medioevo americano. Spunti e riflessioni su me-
dioevo, medievalismo e la serie televisiva Game of Thrones

The paper examines the television saga Game of Thrones from a
dual perspective:
1) what connections can be identified between a consumer product
that claims to be inspired by the Middle Ages and the Middle Ages
as a historical period;
2) what elements make Game of Thrones, and how they are realized
narratively, a product capable of conveying historically reliable and
thus realistic images and notions.

Three themes were analyzed: the condition of women, the rela-
tionship between religion and politics, and war.

The analysis reveals that the realism of Game of Thrones is not
so much determined by the actual consistency with which these
themes are treated in relation to the most up-to-date historiograph-
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ical research, but rather by the relationship between the widespread
perception of medieval civilization and its representation in terms
consistent with situations and characterizations peculiar to the con-
temporary world.

Francesca De Cianni, Per uno studio linguistico del ms. A (I 162 inf.),
testimone maconiano dell Epistolario di Caterina da Siena

For a linguistic analysis of ms. A (I 162 inf.), a Maconian man-
uscript of the Epistolario of Catherine of Siena

The article proposes a linguistic analysis of the ms. A (I 162
inf.), preserved at the Ambrosian Library in Milan. The codex be-
longs to the manuscript tradition of the Catherineian Epistolario
(B) and it conserves a damaged version of letters, copied in the fif-
teenth century in Northern Italy. This paper aims to analyse some
linguistic forms of the Sienese vernacular related to the antigraph
and, at the same time, a copyist’s clear linguistic colouring from
Northern-Italian area.
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