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Summaries
(a cura degli autori)

Glauco Maria Cantarella, Margherita di Navarra (1128-1183), una 
regina bistrattata

Margaret of Navarre, wife of William I of Hauteville, queen 
consort of Sicily, and queen mother of William II of Hauteville, has 
long remained an elusive figure. This is due not only to the nature 
of the sources themselves – a pattern likewise evident in the cases 
of Urraca, empress of Castile-León, Eleanor of Aquitaine, queen of 
France and England, and Blanche of Castile, queen of France – but 
also to the ways in which those sources have been interpreted by 
historians. This study seeks to re-examine both the primary sources 
and the historiography in order to reconstruct a more fitting profile 
of a woman who lived and ruled in such a complex context.

Martina Cameli, Litterae ritrovate. In una collezione americana, tra 
misunderstanding e tentativi di definizione

This paper aims to bring to light the discovery at the Prince-
ton University Library (Princeton, NJ), of a document – known to 
18th local scholarship but later thought to be lost – originally from 
the city of Ascoli Piceno and regarding the hospital of St. Panfilo, 
as well as to provide an edition of it. It is one of the only two extant 
documents that directly concern the city hospital and the only one 
issued by the institution itself. Incorrectly attributed to the bishop 
of Ascoli Peter rather than to the same-name prior of the hospital, 
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as well as incorrectly referred to as an «indulgence», it provides an 
opportunity to reconstruct the history of the institution, but above 
all to clarify the nature and content of the document itself, and 
to offer some diplomatistic reflections,  particularly  regarding the 
documentary category within which it should be classified.

Riccardo Parmeggiani, Definire nell’emergenza. La costruzione della 
procedura per l’Inquisizione italiana tra i pontificati di Innocenzo IV 
e Alessandro IV

This study examines the decisive decade for the procedural and 
institutional developments of the Italian Inquisition (1251-1261), 
a period coinciding with the final years of the pontificate of Inno-
cent IV and the entire papacy of Alexander IV. In highlighting the 
experimental and not always consistent nature of procedural devel-
opment, it is shown how this dynamic was influenced by the devel-
opments in the struggle between papal authority and pro-imperial 
forces in the central-northern part of the Peninsula. Upon the death 
of Alexander IV, the Italian negotium fidei was left with a legacy of a 
period of rich procedural innovation, which had developed mainly 
as a response to emergencies, and by virtue of which the powers of 
the judges of the faith were expanded: thus, the model of a highly 
centralised Inquisition began to disintegrate, gradually giving way 
to the formation of local Inquisitions that were increasingly self-de-
termined with respect to papal authority.   

Rosalia Amico, Tra Toscana e Tunisia e nel Mediterraneo. Le relazioni 
diplomatiche del Comune di Pisa (secolo XIV) e la “crociata” di Bar-
beria del 1388

The study examines some unpublished documents relating to 
the diplomatic relations between the Republic of Pisa and the Kin-
gdom of Tunis in the second half of the 14th century. In 1388 Pisa, 
in alliance with Genoa, carried out the last offensive naval expedi-
tion in its history with the aim of putting a stop to the recrudescent 
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raids of Saracen pirates against the Tyrrhenian coasts and islands. 
In 1391 Pisa received new requests from Genoa aimed at leading a 
joint diplomatic action towards Tunis to obtain a peace treaty and 
the release of Christian prisoners or, in the event of the failure of 
diplomacy, Pisan participation in a new attack against Africa. The 
study then connects the war enterprise of 1388 to the almost con-
temporary creation in the monumental Camposanto of Pisa of the 
“Stories of St. Efisio” fighting against the pagans, with the extraor-
dinary battle scenes frescoed by Spinello Aretino. The paper also fo-
cuses on the members of some families active in the Mediterranean 
and in Tunis and on their role in Pisan trade and politics.

Eleonora Plebani, Milano, Firenze e l’assassinio di Girolamo Riario 
(1488). Politica, diplomazia, spionaggio

The article aims at framing the death of Girolamo Riario, lord 
of Imola and Forlì, nephew of Pope Sixtus IV and brother-in-law 
of the Duke of Milan Gian Galeazzo Maria Sforza, within a broa-
der political-diplomatic context, highlighting not only the official 
relations between Riario and the political actors in Milan and Flo-
rence, but also the circulation of news headed by the ducal and 
Medici information agents, with a focus on Benedetto Dei an his 
correspondence with Lorenzo the Magnificent. The reconstruction 
is conducted through sources from the State Archives of Florence 
and Milan, from the manuscript fonds preserved in Florence at the 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale and at the Biblioteca Moreniana and 
from local chronicles. 

Andrea Zorzi, Un sistema di relazioni. Autorità regia e comunità cit-
tadine nel regno italico al tempo di Barbarossa

This essay reassesses the relationship between Frederick Barba-
rossa and the cities of the regnum Italicum. It moves beyond the 
traditional view of an inevitable clash between empire and commu-
nes, interpreting the relationship between the sovereign and urban 
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communities as a dynamic system of relations. Indeed, the king-
dom configured itself indeed as a system of actions of government 
and of power relations in an ever-evolving becoming, fueled by me-
diation networks and bonds of loyalty. Within this framework, the 
sovereign’s action was intermittent yet pragmatic; while managing 
conflicts, royal authority actively sought consensus to integrate local 
powers into the imperial system. Similarly, individual cities were 
not cohesive collectivities but fragmented communities, split into 
factions and driven by power struggles of which the elites were fully 
aware. Their political configurations were constantly reshaped by 
shifting coalitions of interest among various actors, within which 
the sovereign himself entered in his own right. The direct ties that 
families, factions, and urban elites forged with Barbarossa configu-
red urban political spaces through continuous interaction with the 
empire. Consequently, this study demonstrates that the conflict did 
not pit two opposing models against each other, but rather invol-
ved a complex network of actors operating within a single political 
system. The affirmation of urban autonomy and the consolidation 
of royal authority were part of a joint process of political reorganiza-
tion. In the second half of the twelfth century, this process forged a 
new governance for the Italian kingdom, placing it on equal footing 
with contemporary European monarchies.

Vittoria Valente, «Illorum qui Placentiam exierunt et ex parte impe-
ratoris sunt». I piacentini tra spazio politico locale e sovralocale nell’età 
del Barbarossa

This article examines the case of Piacenza during the reign of 
Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa, focusing on the period between 
the late 1150s and the 1170s. It investigates the relationships estab-
lished between certain members of the city’s consular elite and the 
imperial authority, shedding light on the possible forms and moti-
vations of their alignment with the Empire. At the same time, the 
study offers a first exploration of the dynamics of internal dissent 
within Piacenza, which led to the exile or voluntary departure of 
certain citizens during the 1160s. Drawing on the available sources, 
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the article offers a possible reconstruction of the identities and so-
cial profiles of these individuals, highlighting the effects of political 
tensions within the city, linked to the imperial presence in Italy.

Maddalena Moglia, Preminenze familiari nello spazio politico cittadi-
no: Parma e il Barbarossa (anni centrali del XII secolo)

This essay examines the politics of Parma during the reign of 
Frederick Barbarossa, investigating the evolving relationship betwe-
en the Swabian Emperor and the city. Unlike other periods in 
Parma’s communal history, this era has frequently been depicted 
as stagnant and at odds with the rise of civic autonomy. Such an 
interpretation stems partly from a lack of documentation, but also 
from the unique political structure of the city during this historical 
phase. This period was characterized by the absence of consolato and 
the emergence of the Da Cornazzano family’s political dominance. 
Taking the case of Parma as a starting point, this study invites a bro-
ader reflection on the role of personal and familial influence within 
the political landscapes of Northern Italy during the second half of 
the 12th century.

Federico Lattanzio, I romani e il loro re. Il nuovo senato e il potere 
imperiale alla metà del secolo XII

By revisiting some well-known episodes, this paper aims to il-
lustrate the relationships established between the segment of Ro-
man society that gravitated around the new Senate – operating as a 
secular self-government for the city starting by 1143 – and imperial 
power over a period of approximately twenty-five years included, 
more or less, between the renovatio senatus and the second half of 
the 1160s. Indeed, three main actors can be identified in the Ro-
man political landscape of this phase – the Papacy, the Empire and 
the Senate – and it is interesting to observe how the relationships 
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between them were frequently reconfigured based on the strategies 
that the Senate itself implemented from time to time.

Stefano Bernardinello, Federico Barbarossa e i capitanei lombardi: 
l’esempio di Cremona

This article examines the relationship between imperial autho-
rity and the Lombard aristocracy during the reign of Frederick I 
Barbarossa, focusing on the case of Cremona. It argues that imperial 
power operated through flexible, pragmatic strategies rather than a 
fixed political program, constantly adapting to local dynamics. The 
study highlights how the Lombard elites – especially the capitanei 
– were caught between competing loyalties to the emperor, the bi-
shop, and their own urban communities. By analyzing the conflict 
over the Insula Fulcheria, the article shows how Barbarossa reshaped 
feudal hierarchies to reinforce his authority while preserving exi-
sting structures when advantageous. At the same time, the empe-
ror’s selective rewards often frustrated allied cities such as Cremona, 
undermining the principle of reciprocity. This tension contributed 
to shifting allegiances, including Cremona’s eventual participation 
in the Lombard League. The paper also emphasizes the role of indi-
vidual actors, such as Tinto Musa de Gatto, in the reconfiguration of 
local power. Overall, it demonstrates the complexity and instability 
of political relationships in twelfth-century northern Italy.

Giulio Cerri, L’intermediazione politica nella Tuscia imperiale al tem-
po di Federico Barbarossa

This article examines political intermediation between the im-
perial court and local powers in Tuscany during the reign of Fre-
derick Barbarossa. Through an analysis of imperial diplomas and 
narrative sources, it argues that the predominance of certain actors 
as intermediaries depended on their capacity to build a publicly re-
cognised complex of resources and to direct the political alignment 
of minor subjects. In the western part of the region this role was 
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performed by the city of Pisa, while in the eastern part the counts 
Guidi represented the sole obligatory channel between local powers 
and the imperial court. The progressive broadening of the imperial 
consensus base gradually eroded the exclusivity of intermediation, 
which had operated not only as a political and military channel but 
above all as a vehicle for the diffusion of documentary practices, 
institutional customs and forms of governance across the region’s 
power structures.

Alberto Spataro, Un ceto cittadino di fronte al Barbarossa: Oberto 
dall’Orto e i suoi allievi

This article reconsiders the relationship between Frederick Bar-
barossa and the cities of the regnum Italiae beyond the traditional 
paradigm of urban “rebellion.” Focusing on Milanese iudices such as 
Oberto dall’Orto and his circle, it argues that these jurists formed a 
socially and politically coherent urban group. Through the categories 
of function, guiding values, and dignitas, the essay highlights the 
close connection between legal expertise, communal government, 
and social mobility. Particular attention is paid to Oberto’s feudal 
writings and to the political use of res publica in Milanese language. 
These elements reveal an early civic self-consciousness grounded in 
custom, legal practice, and public authority. Rather than a simple 
reaction to imperial pressure, this development emerged through a 
complex interaction between the commune and the empire.

Jacopo Paganelli, Caterina da Siena a Firenze e la pace degli Otto 
Santi. Sulla riconciliazione tra i Fiorentini e Urbano VI (luglio 1378)
 

This article examines the political context of Catherine of Sie-
na’s stay in Florence during the spring and summer of 1378. The 
Sienese mystic arrived in the city at the instigation of the Florentine 
Guelph faction, who sought to exploit her charisma to promote 
reconciliation between the Florentine commune and the Holy See. 
However, the conclusion of peace did not depend on the success 
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of this initiative – which was in fact thwarted by the outbreak of 
the Ciompi Revolt – but was instead the result of growing war-we-
ariness among Florence’s allies and the rising tensions between a 
faction of the College of Cardinals and Pope Urban VI. The article 
also includes an edition of three documents, including the full text 
of the peace treaty signed on 28 July 1378.

Attilio Cicchella, Un nuovo testimone delle lettere di Caterina da Sie-
na (Firenze, BNC, Conventi Soppressi, ms. C.VIII.1165)

This article presents a newly identified manuscript witness of 
Catherine of Siena’s  Epistolario  (F8  = Florence, BNC, Conventi 
Soppressi C.VIII.1165). After a brief description of the codex and 
its contents, three letters transmitted by the manuscript are edited 
according to moderately conservative criteria. Textual analysis 
places F8 within the β  branch of the tradition, specifically in the 
subgroup e of subarchetype n. Its readings show typical errors and 
simplifications, contributing limited but meaningful evidence to 
the reconstruction of the textual tradition and to the study of the 
transmission of Catherine’s letters.




